Manchester Hospital Schools and Home Teaching Service

Manchester Hospital Schools and Home Teaching Service is an LEA maintained provision offering 150 places to pupils who are too ill to attend school.  It also makes provision for pupils who are in hospital, children who are ill at home and for girls who become pregnant whilst still at school.

Manchester is a city with a great deal of deprivation and poverty and therefore, poor health indicators.  The school consists of a large children’s hospital recently relocated to a brand new hospital building in the centre of Manchester, a district hospital with a children’s ward, a home teaching centres –for primary and secondary pupils and offers teaching to pupils in two other district hospitals when required.

As with all other authorities, there has been a rise in the numbers of children and young people with serious mental health issues, e.g. depression, self harm, anxiety, and our school makes provision for these pupils.

Aims of the school

Manchester Hospital School and Home Teaching Service aims to ensure that children and young people receive effective education and that they have an easier return to school or college,

We aim to minimise the interruption and disruption to a child’s schooling by continuing education as normally as the child’s illness or incapacity allows.  Our educational aims are the same as for all children and young people: that is that our children have the right to full access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum consistent with the national curriculum.

We recognise that education remains crucially important to our children’s future prospects and wish to provide opportunities for children to achieve these aims in a happy and safe learning environment, and for them to associate with their contemporaries.  We aim to provide them with access to the whole range of opportunities in education, training and leisure.

We firmly believe that education is a partnership for the children in our care and their families.  We work within Manchester’s Equal Opportunities Framework and support the Inclusion Strategy and are committed to the Manchester Safeguarding policy.
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital Classrooms and Wards

Pupils enjoy being taught in the well-resourced classrooms by a team of skilled primary and secondary school teachers.  Daily literacy and numeracy sessions ensure that the children continue to make progress in these key areas.  If they are not able to attend the classrooms, we ensure that they are taught at the bedside.

Galaxy House

This is a Tier 4 12 bedded child and adolescent psychiatric provision at RMCH.  Teachers skilled and experienced in supporting pupils with mental health problems teach the children a school attached to the unit.  The hospital decides who is admitted and there is a priority for who is to be taught.
The Christie Hospital

Our staff work closely with the home-schools to produce individual programmes for the young people from across the north west of England who attend this hospital for treatment of their cancer.

Wythenshawe Hospital

Teaching is provided in the splendid facilities at the recently refurbished children’s wards.  Continuity is ensured through the literacy and numeracy sessions.

Leo Kelly Centre

This acclaimed and innovative centre offers full time education to primary and secondary pupils with medical needs who are out of school with long-term illnesses, including mental health problems and pregnant schoolgirls. This education unit offers a broad and balanced curriculum, including the national strategies.  The centre also focuses on helping pupils back into school when they have recovered.  Transport may be provided by Special Needs transport. Teaching groups are small.

Experienced and qualified nursery nurses support the young mothers in caring for their babies.  Transport may be provided by Special Needs transport.  A designated Connexions Personal Adviser regularly works at the centre..

Home Teaching

If children are too ill to attend the Home Teaching Centre, then they may be taught at home by one of our teachers.  Our teacher will talk to the home school and teach the programme planned by the school to help the child keep up with their schoolwork.

Referrals for Home Teaching

Home Teaching is available for pupils who are not attending school for reasons of ill health.  Referral is through the administrator based at Leo Kelly Centre and hospital teachers, medical staff, parents, schools, etc can make a referral.  Usually, children will be expected to be absent from their home school for 15 days or more.  Where possible, pupils will be admitted to the Home Teaching unit.

